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was fatal to him, for the wild boar, taking advantage of his enemy's distress,
redoubled his efforts; and each successive attack told on his adversary, who, with
mangled sides, his skull shattered, and blinded with blood, could no longer defend
himself. A rifle-ball put an end to the sufferings of the poor beast, and the
victor was loudly applauded by the spectators. The wild boar soon reduced the
body of his victim to a shapeless mass, trampling it under foot, and occasionally
tossing it in the air to the opposite side of the arena; and the reward of his
courage was liberty. The trap-door was opened, and, amidst the acclamations of
the crowd, he trotted off, slowly and philosophically, towards the mountains. On
turning to the Eajpoots I saw, by the expression of their countenances, how
pleased they were at the victory of their favourite adversary.

The carnival of the Holi had scarcely ended before the festival of Gouri, or
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Isani, the Hindoo Ceres, commenced. ' The poetic nature of the Hindoo could not
fail to celebrate the advent of this season; in which Nature, in these almost
tropical regions, displays all her riches, and when Gouri comes to accomplish the
promises of VassantL Gouri is one of the incarnations of Parvati, the wife of
Mahadeo, or Iswara, the great head of the Saiva Olympus. Her name signifies
"yellow,** the colour of the harvest. She is represented under the form of a
woman holding in one hand a lotus, emblem of reproduction, and in the other
a club, signifying that, as Gouri and Kali, she unitt life and death. She
also bears the names of Pudma and Ana-Pourana, " nurse of the human
race,"

On the first day of the festival, a deputation leaves the town in search of the
clay of which the idol of Gouri is to be made. "When finished, it is placed with
a lingam of Iswara on a little platform, round which are sown some grains of